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FARM WAGE RATES--JANUARY 10-16, 1999 AND JANUARY 09-15, 2000, BY STATE OR REGION AND UNITED STATES1/

State or All Hired--Wage Rates Field Livestock Field and Livestock
Region2/ 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000

--Dollars per hour--
Southeast 7.18 7.41 6.84 6.93 6.84 6.68 6.84 6.86
Florida 8.31 8.28 7.35 7.40 7.00 7.50 7.32 7.41
Appalachian I 7.76 7.55 7.14 7.00 7.47 7.27 7.25 7.12
Appalachian II 6.89 6.76 5.60 6.22 7.39 6.93 6.39 6.44
Delta 7.20 7.35 6.99 7.04 6.35 6.52 6.68 6.83
Northeast I 7.75 8.51 8.08 8.12 6.61 7.22 7.20 7.54
Northeast II 8.01 8.33 7.79 7.84 6.13 6.66 6.99 7.42
Lake 8.48 8.83 8.43 8.72 7.33 7.96 7.59 8.11
Cornbelt I 8.46 9.32 8.01 8.51 7.82 8.45 7.89 8.48
Cornbelt II 7.86 8.13 7.36 7.31 7.35 7.87 7.35 7.80
Northern Plains 8.10 8.34 7.83 8.12 7.56 7.90 7.62 7.98
Southern Plains 6.93 7.52 6.49 7.06 6.58 7.10 6.53 7.08
Mountain I 7.80 8.19 7.36 7.55 7.35 7.67 7.35 7.64
Mountain II 8.27 8.09 7.29 7.46 7.36 7.60 7.33 7.56
Mountain III 7.18 7.22 6.66 6.51 7.06 6.83 6.75 6.57
Pacific 8.70 8.78 7.80 7.79 8.93 8.46 7.96 7.91
California 7.97 8.00 7.13 7.15 8.40 8.40 7.26 7.28
Hawaii 10.80 10.40 9.38 8.96 3/ 3/ 9.35 8.90

US4/ 7.94 8.12 7.23 7.32 7.31 7.64 7.25 7.43

See footnotes below.

NUMBER OF HIRED WORKERS ON FARMS AND HOURS WORKED FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 10-16, 1999 AND
JANUARY 9-15, 2000, BY STATE OR REGION AND UNITED STATES1/

Hired Workers Expected to be Employed
State or Number Hours Worked 150 Days or More 149 Days or Less
Region2/ 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000

--Thousands-- --Hours-- --Thousands--
Southeast 28 23 34.4 37.2 21 17 7 6
Florida 55 60 39.1 41.9 48 48 7 12
Appalachian I 26 22 34.9 34.9 20 18 6 4
Appalachian II 22 21 27.8 30.6 10 10 12 11
Delta 24 24 32.6 30.5 19 21 5 3
Northeast I 30 23 37.5 36.9 25 20 5 3
Northeast II 25 27 38.3 36.0 22 24 3 3
Lake 42 48 34.9 31.4 37 39 5 9
Cornbelt I 29 36 35.6 31.0 25 28 4 8
Cornbelt II 16 19 29.9 41.1 13 17 3 2
Northern Plains 23 29 35.5 38.6 18 26 5 3
Southern Plains 48 44 38.4 37.6 39 32 9 12
Mountain I 14 21 37.4 40.1 12 19 2 2
Mountain II 15 19 42.7 40.9 14 16 1 3
Mountain III 16 20 43.4 43.5 15 18 1 2
Pacific 45 37 37.1 36.1 33 28 12 9
California 240 185 41.6 42.0 191 140 49 45
Hawaii 7 8 36.7 36.6 6 7 1 1

US4/ 705 666 38.1 38.2 568 528 137 138

1/ Excludes Agricultural Service Workers.  2/ Regions consist of the following:  Northeast I:  CT, ME, MA, NH, NY, RI, VT.  Northeast II:  DE, MD, NJ, PA.  Appalachian I:  NC,
VA.  Appalachian II:  KY, TN, WV.  Southeast:  AL, GA, SC.  Lake:  MI, MN, WI.  Cornbelt I:  IL, IN, OH.  Cornbelt II:  IA, MO.  Delta:  AR, LA, MS.  Northern Plains:  KS, NE,
ND, SD.  Southern Plains:  OK, TX.  Mountain I:  ID, MT, WY.  Mountain II:  CO, NV, UT.  Mountain III:  AZ, NM.  Pacific:  OR, WA.  3/ Insufficient data.  4/ Excludes AK.
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U.S. FARM-RAISED CATFISH--1998-1999, QUANTITY PROCESSED AND PRICES PAID TO PRODUCERS,
REPORTED BY MAJOR PROCESSORS AND U.S. IMPORTS

Round Weight Processed
Monthly Cumulative Average Price Paid to Producers1/ Imports of Catfish2/

Month 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000 1998 1999
--Thousand Pounds-- --Dollars per Pound-- --Thousand Pounds--

Jan 48,723 50,552 48,723 50,552 0.703 0.744 91 57

Feb 48,891 97,614 0.714 9 53

Mar 56,310 153,924 0.732 99 113

Apr 46,830 200,754 0.756 82 250

May 47,703 248,457 0.777 208 541

Jun 48,445 296,902 0.775 193 372

Jul 50,074 346,976 0.768 195 475

Aug 50,372 397,348 0.743 132 479

Sep 50,414 447,762 0.728 21 304

Oct 52,407 500,169 0.716 92 217

Nov 48,118 548,287 0.713 174 285

Dec 48,341 596,628 0.716 90 305

1/ Price of fish delivered to the processing plant door.  Price includes charges for any services provided by the processing plant, such as seining and hauling, but does not
include any adjustments based on year-end settlements.  2/ Data furnished by U.S. Bureau of Census.  

NUMBER OF LAYERS AND EGG PRODUCTION DURING JANUARY 1999-2000
Number of Layers Eggs per 100 Layers Total Eggs Produced

Jan 1999 Jan 2000 Jan 1999 Jan 2000 Jan 1999 Jan 2000
--Thousands-- --Number-- --Millions--

Georgia
  Hatching 9,484 9,122 1,919 1,962 182 180

  Table 12,056 11,863 2,206 2,234 266 265

Total Georgia 21,540 20,975 2,080 2,122 448 445

30 States
  Hatching 54,566 54,126 1,834 1,853 1,001 1,003

  Table 249,843 254,871 2,237 2,242 5,589 5,715

Total 30 States 304,409 308,997 2,165 2,174 6,590 6,718

United States
  Hatching 58,945 58,556 1,834 1,855 1,081 1,086

  Table 263,381 270,022 2,239 2,246 5,898 6,064

Total U.S. 322,326 328,578 2,165 2,176 6,979 7,150

COMMERCIAL POULTRY SLAUGHTER1/, JANUARY 1999-2000
January

Item Jan. 1999 Jan. 2000 % of Year Ago 1999 2000 % of Year Ago
--Thousands-- --Percent-- --Thousands-- --Percent--

Young Chickens
  Georgia 94,574 90,324 96 94,574 90,324 96

  United States 663,691 648,905 98 663,691 648,905 98

Mature Chickens
  Light Type, U.S. 10,098 8,446 84 10,098 8,446 84

  Heavy Type, U.S. 5,138 5,304 103 5,138 5,304 103

    Total U.S. 15,236 13,750 90 15,236 13,750 90

Percent Condemned

Young Chickens --Percent-- --Percent--
  Georgia 2.2 2.0 2.2 2.0

  United States 1.9 1.6 1.9 1.6

1/ Federally inspected slaughter data are collected by Meat and Poultry Inspection Program.  Current month data by Market News Service. 
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LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY INVENTORY, VALUE, AND NUMBER OF OPERATIONS, 1998, 1999, 2000
Number of Operations1/ Number on Farms Value per Head Total Value

Specie 1998 1999 Jan 1, 1999 Jan 1, 2000 Jan 1, 1999 Jan 1, 2000 Jan 1, 1999 Jan 1,2000
--Number-- --Thousand Head-- --Dollars-- --Thousand Dollars--

GEORGIA
Cattle & Calves 23,000 23,000 1,300 1,310 520.00 590.00 676,000 772,900

Hogs2/ 1,700 1,400 480 480 43.00 65.00 20,640 31,200

Chickens2/3/ - - 31,126 30,000 3.30 3.40 102,716 102,000

Total - - - - - - 799,356 906,100

--Thousand Operations-- --Million Head-- --Dollars-- --Million Dollars--
UNITED STATES
Cattle & Calves 1,115.7 1,096.0 99.1 98.0 594.00 683.00 58,833.7 67,011.2

Hogs2/ 113.8 98.5 62.2 59.4 44.00 72.00 2,765.8 4,261.4

Sheep 68.6 66.8 7.2 7.0 88.00 95.00 637.6 668.1

Chickens2/3/ - - 425.0 436.3 2.69 2.65 1,143.8 1,154.8

Total - - - - - - 63,380.9 73,095.5

1/ An operation is any place having one or more of the species on hand at any time during the year.  2/ Number on farms, average value and total value, December 1 previous
year.  3/ Excludes commercial broilers.

MILK COWS AND MILK PRODUCTION--JANUARY 1999-2000
20 States1/

Item Unit 1999 2000 Percent
Milk Cows2/ Thousand Head 7,694 7,763 101

Production per Cow3/ Pounds 1,518 1,576 104

Milk Production3/ Million Pounds 11,679 12,232 105

1/ The 20 States includes AZ, CA, FL, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, MI, MN, MO, NM, NY, OH, PA, TX, VT, VA, WA, AND WI.  2/ Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.  
3/ Excludes milk sucked by calves.

LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER--UNITED STATES1/, JANUARY 1999-2000
Number Slaughtered Average Live Weight Total Live Weight

Species 1999 2000 2000 as % of 1999 1999 2000 1999 2000
--Thousand Head-- --Percent-- --Pounds-- --Thousand Pounds--

Cattle 2,961.3 * 2,936.9 99 1,220 1,229 3,612,644 * 3,610,156

Calves 105.4 * 92.7 88 278 * 311 29,326 * 28,848

Hogs 8,553.7 * 8,140.8 95 259 262 2,215,150 * 2,132,806

Sheep & Lambs 268.7 * 281.7 105 134 137 35,941 * 38,645

1/ Includes slaughter under Federal Inspection and other commercial slaughter, excludes farm slaughter.  *Revised.

ANNUAL COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER--UNITED STATES, 1998 AND 1999
Number of Head Average Live Weight Total Live Weight

Species 1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999
--Thousands-- --Pounds-- --Thousand Pounds--

Cattle 35,465 36,150 1,203 1,210 42,671,894 43,726,863

Calves 1,458 1,282 285 291 416,048 372,628

Hogs 101,029 101,544 256 259 25,897,764 26,256,256

Sheep 3,804 3,701 132 133 502,034 490,705



INDEX NUMBERS, UNITED STATES
Jan 1999 Feb 1999 Jan 2000 Feb 2000

UNITED STATES (1990-92= 100)
Prices Received 97 96 90 92

Prices Paid 115 115 118 119

Ratio1/ 84 83 76 77

1/ Ratio of index of prices received by farmers to index of prices paid.

PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS, FEBRUARY 15, 2000 WITH COMPARISONS
Georgia United States

Commodity Price per Unit Feb 1999 Jan 2000 Feb 15, 2000 Feb 1999 Jan 2000 Feb 15, 2000
Winter Wheat $/Bu. - - - 2.55 2.32 2.42
Oats $/Bu. - - - 1.20 1.20 1.27
Corn $/Bu. 2.74 2.48 2.55 2.05 1.90 1.96
Cotton Cts./Lb. 55.8 44.2 41.3

1/
55.6 43.1 43.4

1/

Cottonseed $/Ton 110.00 78.00 76.00 136.00 101.00 108.00
Tobacco $/Lb. - - - 1.965 1.910 1.920
Soybeans $/Bu. 4.59 4.73 5.10 4.80 4.62 4.75
Peanuts-in-Shell2/ Cts./Lb. - - - - 14.6 -
All Hay, Baled3/ $/Ton - - - 79.90 71.80 72.60
Milk Cows4/ $/Head - - - - 1,330.00 -
Hogs Cts./Lb. 28.00 - - 27.70 36.80 39.60
  Sows Cts./Lb. 18.50 - - 18.80 32.80 36.10
  Barrows & Gilts Cts./Lb. 29.00 - - 28.20 37.00 39.90
Beef Cattle5/ Cts./Lb. 46.30 48.80 51.80 60.60 67.80 67.50
  Cows6/ Cts./Lb. 35.40 36.20 37.50 34.70 35.90 37.00
  Steers & Heifers Cts./Lb. 66.50 76.70 79.50 63.60 71.60 70.80
Calves Cts./Lb. 80.80 94.30 97.00 86.90 102.00 105.00
All Milk7/ $/Cwt. 19.20 - - 15.50 12.00 11.80

8/

Turkeys3/ Cts./Lb. - - - 35.7 36.4 35.7
Chickens
  Excl. Broilers3/ Cts./Lb. 17.2 9.3 9.8 - - -
  Com'l Broilers9/ Cts./Lb. 37.5 - - 36.6 35.0 33.5
Eggs, All3/10/ Cts./Doz. 83.4 81.0 91.0 65.2 58.0 68.6
  Table3/ Cts./Doz. 49.1 35.0 51.0 50.1 39.7 52.3
  Hatching3/ Cts./Doz. 140.0 150.0 150.0 - - -

1/ Based on sales during the first half of the month.  2/ Includes additional loan peanuts at loan value.  3/ Mid-month price.  4/ Animals sold for dairy herd replacement only.
Prices available Jan., Apr., July, Oct.  5/ Cows, steers and heifers.  6/ Beef cows and cull dairy cows sold for slaughter.  7/ Before deductions for hauling.  Includes quality,
quantity, and other premiums.  Excludes hauling and subsidies.  8/ Preliminary.  9/ Entire month.  U.S. live weight equivalent prices except AR, TX.  10/ Average of all eggs
sold by farmers including hatching eggs and table eggs sold at retail.


